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Jobs Fair serves up Nando’s career for local resident
Abbeydale resident Will Muir, 22, is one of more than 800 local residents who have taken a step towards employment thanks to last year’s Gloucester Works Jobs Fair. Ahead of this year’s event on 14 September, Will is keen to urge local jobseekers to visit the Jobs Fair and benefit from the same support and advice which helped lead to his current role at Nando’s at Gloucester Quays.
Will says, “The Jobs Fair is a great resource for local people looking to find employment. I was surprised at the number and variety of companies who attended and there really is something to suit everyone. It worked for me and it’s great to still be a part of the Nando’s team 12 months on.”
Will had previously been unemployed for more than a year and after reading about the 2009 Jobs Fair in The Citizen, decided to find out what support was on offer from Gloucester Works. He continues: “The Jobs Fair appealed to me as it was a great opportunity to meet employers face-to-face. It’s a more direct and personal approach, rather than simply sending off your CV to someone unknown.

“At the event, I was able to meet James Scott, general manager at Nando’s, and being able to talk to him directly proved invaluable as I was able to get a real insight into the company and the roles they had to offer. I handed in my application form and was invited to an interview within the same week.
“After joining the Nando’s team in November 2009, I have since been promoted to Buddy Trainer, giving me the responsibility for in-house training for both new and existing staff. I love the role and I hope to continue to progress even further in the future.”
Gloucester Works will be hosting this year’s Jobs Fair at Gloucester Rugby Club from 10am until 6pm. Local jobseekers will have the opportunity to meet and talk to 15 top employers, with more than 600 new positions for full time, temporary and seasonal staff available. Some of Gloucestershire’s leading employers are signed up to attend, including Debenhams, IBIS Gloucester, Renishaw Plc and Delphi Diesel Systems.
Toys R Us is one of a number of employers that are returning to the Jobs Fair this year, after successfully recruiting a number of roles at last year’s event. “We found the Jobs Fair to be a really positive and worthwhile experience, so we were keen to return this year”, says Sian Pilkington, supervisor at Toys R Us. 
She continues, “Businesses are able to meet potential employees and jobseekers can take the opportunity to find out more about available positions, so it is really beneficial to both. We have a number of staff who were recruited through last year’s event that are still with us today and we’re looking to recruit around 50 new seasonal staff this year. I would urge fellow employers to make the most of this great opportunity to meet local jobseekers who could be the perfect match for their company.” 
Job seekers are advised to pre-book their free tickets to avoid queues by calling 0800 002 9838 or registering on www.gloucesterworks.co.uk

For more information on how Gloucester Works can help you, please visit the website or call 01452 396820.
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Food for thought: Nando’s employee Will Muir with Jaspreet Bhambra, Programme Monitoring Co-ordinator at Gloucester Works

