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delivering jobs and skills in the city





Press release

Nike praises Gloucester’s response to new jobs

Issue date: 17 November 2009
Global sports brand Nike has praised the city of Gloucester for its “fantastic” response in recruiting a team for its new Nike Factory store at Gloucester Quays.

With the support of Gloucester Works, Nike’s HR team recruited 21 staff in just a matter of days, ahead of the store’s opening later this month.

“The quality and speed of response was fantastic,” says Francis Donohoe, HR Advisor for Nike Retail UK & Ireland. “Drawing upon Gloucester Works’ connections with local jobseekers was a great help, and within a matter of 24 hours we had received 50 very strong applications. Of those, 47 attended interviews and we were able to make 21 permanent and four temporary appointments. The whole process took just seven days, which was a great joint effort between everyone involved, and has allowed us to create a quality team ready to launch our brand new store at Gloucester Quays.”

Gloucester Works sent a text alert to 1,700 job seekers to tell them about the Nike vacancies, provided information on the Gloucester Works website with links to apply online, helped to find a venue for the interviews, and one of the Gloucester Works team participated in the interview panel in a marathon 12 hour recruitment day.

Among the 25 people to have won jobs with Nike, nine were previously unemployed. Three of the new staff received personal support from Gloucester Works in recent months, including training in specialist retail and security courses, as well as literacy, numeracy, CV and interview skills. 

Kevon Ferguson, 25, and Michael Leach, 26 had each been unemployed for more than 12 months when they joined the Gloucester Works programme in April 2009. Jessica Hebbs, 24, first met the Gloucester Works team at the September jobs fair. All three have participated in a range of training and mentoring with Gloucester Works before finding work as Sales Associates with Nike.

Sarah Danson, Employer Manager for Gloucester Works, says; “We’re delighted to have been able to support Nike as they prepare to come to Gloucester – it’s a continuation of the work that Gloucester Works is doing with our partners to support training and recruitment for new employers in Gloucester Quays, and businesses of all sizes and sectors in the wider city.”

Nike is one of the world's leading sportswear brands and offers authentic athletic footwear, apparel, equipment and accessories for a wide variety of sports and fitness activities. The Nike Factory store in Gloucester Quays covers 7,000 sq ft and will offer products at up to 60% off RRP in store. The company has 20 Factory Outlet stores already trading around the UK; five high street stores; and Nike Town in London, which is the biggest Nike store in the world.

For more information on Gloucester Works please contact the team on: 01452 450064 or 01452 450059 or e-mail info@gloucesterworks.co.uk 

Ends
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