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delivering jobs and skills in the city





Press release

Gloucester Works celebrates 1000th success story 

Issue date: November 2009
An unemployed electrician from Tuffley is the 1000th person out of work to benefit from personalised, one-to-one support and training advice from Gloucester Works, the City’s Employment and Skills Plan. Now training and preparing to run his own business, the achievements of Martin Rudge mark an important milestone for Gloucester Works.
Since Gloucester Works was launched in October 2008 to help local residents improve their work prospects through easy access to free advice and training, the team of experts has been working in tandem with jobseekers and local employers.

In its first 12 months Gloucester Works has helped:

· 2000 individuals who are unemployed or in work receive advice and a personal action plan to identify skills and support needed to reach their job goals

· 1600 of these individuals have then moved on to take up a free training course which has helped to improve their skills and qualifications
· 623 have gained an accredited qualification
· 591 businesses in the city have received advice and support from Gloucester Works

· 1200 people in employment have accessed training from Gloucester Works via their employer

· 379  jobs have been successfully filled through Gloucester Works working directly with employers and jobseekers

· 1750 people attended the two-day Jobs Fair hosted by Gloucester Works in April 2009 to support recruitment in the new Gloucester Quays development
· 820 people attended the one-day Jobs Fair hosted by Gloucester Works in September 2009 to access a range of permanent, temporary and seasonal opportunities across the city.
Ahmed Goga, Director of Gloucester Works says: “The role of Gloucester Works has taken on added significance in recent months, providing support for local businesses weathering the recession, and for individuals facing redundancy. But our overall purpose hasn’t changed; whatever your circumstances, if you live in Gloucester and you are trying to improve the prospects for yourself and your family, Gloucester Works can help. 
“News of our 1000th success story is as much an achievement for each of the individuals we have been able to help, as it is for us reaching this special milestone. The Gloucester Works team is proud of what has been achieved in the first year, but there continues to be a great need to help jobseekers and local businesses to unlock the skills and abilities of the local population; that’s vital to the future health of our local economy.”

Martin’s career as an electrician given back its spark

Martin Rudge (41) was made redundant in April 2009 having worked as a sub-contractor for an electricity board for twelve years. Eager to continue working as an electrician and progress in his trade, Martin took the first steps back into employment by getting in touch with Gloucester Works. 

After an initial one-to-one interview with the Gloucester Works Gateway team, staff arranged for Martin to enrol on a City and Guilds electricians course in September 2009. This Level 3 qualification will enable Martin to be recognised as a fully qualified electrician. To coincide with the completion of his ten-month training course, Martin is also keen to take a fast-track business start-up course. 

Martin says, “It has been my long-held ambition to start up a business of my own and, after being made redundant, I was determined to make this aim a reality. I have been delighted with the advice that Gloucester Works has given me. I am now gaining key qualifications that will no doubt enhance my future career prospects.”

He continues, “I live in Gloucester and it was very important for me to remain working in the area. I was therefore attracted by Gloucester Works’ promise to provide links to local jobs. From my first meeting with the Gloucester Works team, everyone was very understanding of my situation and I can’t fault the help I received. The ongoing support has been incredibly beneficial and I would recommend Gloucester Works to anyone who finds themselves in a similar situation.”

For more information on how Gloucester Works can help you please contact the team on: 01452 450064 or 01452 450059 or e-mail info@gloucesterworks.co.uk 

Ends

Issued by Target Public Relations on behalf of Gloucester Works. Please contact Sarah Bryars or Rachel Worthing at Target on 01242 633100 or email firstname.lastname@targetgroup.co.uk 














