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delivering jobs and skills in the city





Press release

Release date: 6 October 2009
Gloucester sets an example to Europe

Gloucester will be taking to the international stage this week, when City representatives speak at a conference hosted by the European Union. 

On Thursday 8 October, Ahmed Goga, Director of Gloucester Works, will be telling delegates from 33 countries about the City’s programme to improve workforce skills and employability for those who live and work in Gloucester. 

The ‘Open Days’ Conference in Brussels 5-8 October, is the world’s biggest event on regional policy, providing an opportunity for experts and policy-makers to exchange views and discuss the common challenges that cities face. 

Ahmed Goga will explain the Gloucester Works initiative as part of the programme examining good practice and examples of how cities have developed initiatives to promote economic growth and innovation while benefiting communities.

In its first year Gloucester Works has provided support and advice to more than 2000 local people helping to develop skills, secure qualifications and find work. During the first phase of the newly opened Gloucester Quays development, Gloucester Works helped 236 local people get a job, 67% of whom had been either unemployed or facing redundancy before they approached Gloucester Works for help. Support and training has also been provided for more than 500 businesses.

The Gloucester Works programme was launched in October 2008 to help local communities benefit from the City’s regeneration and encourage investors to make use of a skilled local workforce. To achieve this, Gloucester Works provides support and advice to individuals seeking work, as well as those already in work but keen to improve their prospects through additional skills and training. By working directly with businesses and investors in the City, Gloucester Works is able to match the needs of employers with those of individuals, and provide help in the areas most needed.

“The role of Gloucester Works has taken on added significance in recent months, providing support for local businesses weathering the recession, and for individuals facing redundancy,” says Ahmed Goga. “But our overall purpose hasn’t changed; whatever your circumstances, if you live in Gloucester and you are trying to improve the prospects for yourself and your family, Gloucester Works can help. 

“This is a great opportunity to put Gloucester on the European stage and could help to attract further investment into the City.”

Gloucester Works includes major funding from the Learning and Skills Council, via its European Social Fund, and the South West Regional Development Agency.

The ‘Open Days’ conference consists of 125 seminars, workshops, debates and exhibitions for around 7,000 participants, involving 213 regions and cities from 33 European countries.
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Issued by Target Public Relations on behalf of Gloucester Works. 

For further information, please contact Sarah Bryars on tel: 01242 633100 or email: sarah.bryars@targetgroup.co.uk
