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delivering jobs and skills in the city





HELP FOR UNEMPLOYED IN GLOUCESTER
For release 13.01.09 

Ahmed Goga, director of jobs and training initiative Gloucester Works, has welcomed the Government’s plans announced earlier this week to help the long-term unemployed back into work. 

“The Prime Minister’s pledge to give more intensive and personalised help to those who are out of work, chimes a chord with what’s already taking place locally through the Gloucester Works programme,” said Ahmed Goga.
“Since it began last summer, around 300 local residents have received personalised one-to-one support from Gloucester Works with their job hopes and needs – whether they’ve never worked, been out of a job for a short time, or simply feel that they want to progress to a job with better prospects. 

“Because we work with employers as well as individuals, our team is able to help set people on the route to real jobs, including free training if that’s what’s needed.
“Like the rest of the UK, Gloucester is experiencing job losses due to the very tough economic conditions. But unlike many other areas, we have major investment and a robust network of support structures in place in the city, which will stimulate some positive activity in the job market in the coming months. We are determined to help local residents ensure they make the most of every opportunity to get a job.” 
Gloucester Works is a £6million investment plan to improve workforce skills and employability for those who live and work in Gloucester. The plan includes major funding from the Learning and Skills Council, via its European Social Fund, and the South West Regional Development Agency.

Gloucester residents can find out more about Gloucester Works by contacting the team on: 01452 450064, 01452 450059 or via e-mail info@gloucesterworks.co.uk
Ends
Notes to editors
Gloucester Works is managed by Gloucestershire First, the countywide economic partnership established to support and develop the economic wellbeing of Gloucestershire. By bringing together relevant partners in the field of economic development, including local authorities, the South West RDA and the private sector, it provides an overall strategic plan for Gloucestershire. Further information is available on www.glosfirst.co.uk
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